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Jackson, 21st. June, 1828. 
His Excellency, 


GERARD C. BRANDON, 


SiR—I have the honor to inform your Excel- 
lency, that in conformity to your instructions of 
the 12th March last, I embarked on board a 
steam koat on the 3ist. ultimo, at Vicksburg, for 
Memphis, in the state of Tennessee, with a view 
to examine a Pass, said to connect the head wa- 
tera of the Yazoo with the Mississippi rivery. -On 
my arrival at Memphis, I ascertained that fF pad 
ascended the Mississippi near an hundred miles 
above the Pass. I used every exertion to obtain 
a Pilot, but could not succeed; consequently I 
descended with a man I engaged at Memphis, in 
a canoe, and entered a Pass ten miles belaw He- 
lena, a small viflage in the Arkonsas Territory. 
We descended this Pass about three miles, and 
entered a large Lake, in the shape of a Horse- 
shoe. ‚On our arrival at its lower extremity, we 
found a number of passes or out-lets—we attempt- 
ed to descend one, but found in a few miles pro- 
gress, that it exhausted itself upon other small 
lakes and the adjacent low lands. After three or 
four days useless exertion and much exposure, 


ave regained the bank of the Mississippi, aud pass- - 


ed over to the Arkansas side, where we ebtained 
some further information in relation to the pass. 
Afwr having dried our baggage and rested a day, 
we re-crosscd tbe river to the head of the pass. 
Here I marked some colton wood trees, and 
nailed op acypres board, to guide those who 
may have occasion to pass that way hereafter.— 
The water of the river Mississippi had fallen six 
feet at this point, perpendicularly. ‘The banks 
of the pass were two feet sbove water. The 
depth of water upon the Bar was twenty-two feet, 
but deepeoed to sixty feet in one hundred yards. 
It’s width is about one hundred feet. I entered 
the lake at the same point I did before, and kept 
well in with the northern shore. It is about the 
width of Mississippi, and appears to have been 
once the bed of that river. I found 
twenty-seven feet deep. and upward—it’s length 
is about twenty miles. After progressing about 
ten miles,- I discovered some marks on some wil- 
lows close in shore—on signi it, I found it to 
be the pass [ was seeking. he pass puts off 
East. I found twenty-one feet water on the Bar, 
and not less than twenty-seven feet at any place 
below it. ‘lhe out-let is blocked up with drift- 
woo:l—for five miles below, itis open and I found 
no difficulty ; but the next fifteen miles, succeed- 
ing; the pass is literally covered with drift. At 
the distance of twenty-five miles from the Lake, 
the pass anites with Indian Hen Bayou from the 
north-west, the latter end of the pass, (before its 
junction with Indian Hen) is like the first part of 
it not so much obstructed— lhe water of the pass 
aud Indian Hen form at this season of the year, a 


- beautiful navigable stream with plenty of water 


for craft of any kind, there is nevertheless con- 
sicierable drift to be found in many places. Six- 
ty wiles below Indiau Hen, Cold-W ater empties 
jo from the nurth—It is a still, deep stream, and 
about the size of the one we descended—and is no 
duubt navigable to the interior of the Chickesaw 
country. One hundred and thirty mites below 
Cold Water, Talla Hache empties in, bearing a 
little west of north. It is a beautiful stream, and 


® onited with Cold Water at this point makes the 


c 
tise serve to preyent the passing 
Ifiscovered but little difference in the fall of the 
ter from Mississippi to-Hanean’s Bluff 
wm clearly of the opinign that it is practicable 
remove the obstructions that exist, and at an 
ejpense, but inconsiderable, compared with the 
alvantages the people of the northern part of our 
shte would derive from such an improvement.— 
ded to this, we look forward with a hope of 
ecess for an extinguishment of the Indian title 
lordering on this pass—I may say the whole with- 
ip our litits. T'o those who may inhabit that 
etd ere leng, the advantages will be incal- 
lable. 
_ Krom the Mississippi to Yazoo river, there is 
considerable descent—this is manifest by the 
pid of the current inthe pass. The water in 
channel is every where deeper than on the 


lars of the two passes—by making the necessary . 


cavations at these two points, and removing the 
rift wood; any portion of the water of Missis- 
ppi may he thrown into Yazoo, to make the 
mss navigable for vessels of every class. ‘Whe 
pss from the [ake to Indiar Hen could be much 
siraizutened at little ex pense. 

Another object presents itself to my view, as 
connected with this subject, of the greatest mag- 
nitude; which, if attained, will advance the va- 
lue of real estate in the middle, eastern, and nor- 
thern counties, ten fold. 

I allude te the connection of the waters of the 
Mississippi, by way of Yazoo, with the Pesrl 
River. ‘That it is practicable, none can doubt, 
who will examtne the subject. “Phe distance from 
Pearl River to Yazoo (from the nearest points) 
cannot exceed thirty miles—and no obstacle ex- 
ists to prevent an easy communication. 

True, Mississippi has not the capital to carry 
into complete operation so grand a project; but 
when the route shall be surveyed by a competent 
Engineer, and he shall determine, -as he mnst 
do, upon the practicability of the undertakiog. the 

al Assembly will incorporate a company, 
who will invite the attention of northern capita. 
lists to the subjects and, I feel no doubt but they 
will vest funds in the stock of such a company— 
in this way it can be perfected. 

‘To speculate further upon this subject, were 
useless; as every individual in the commanity 
must acknowledge the importance of a canal cous 
necting those waters. ‘oimprove the navigatog 
of the pass, so as to admit keels, flats, and bər- 
ges. an appropriation of five thousand dollars wil) 
be necessary. The trees in tbe channel and on 
the hanks must be cut at low water; and at low 
water much of the drift may be burnt, and the bal. 
ance cut up, so as to pass off by the next succeed. 
ing flood. : 

Should the General Assembly determine upon 
the improvement, L would, with due deference, 
suggest the appointment of one principal, and two 
assisjant Saperintendants, who should have the 
management of twenty hands each, making in the 
aggregate, sixty labourers. ‘These labourers cag 
be employed for the state, by their agent—the 


principal superintendant. It is believed that in 


ninety days the work could be completed by that 
number of hands ; these may be hiféd in Tennes- 


‘gee, Mississippi or Arkansas. The following 


ealculation is the result of my reflections upon the 
subject, ‘viz: - 


Yazoo river. Thirty miles below Talla Hache Principal saperinteadant, 8 months, 300 

enters Yalo Busha, a navigable stream which : 2 ‘Assistants, do. 450 

heads up rna Choctaws. 60 Hands, do. ` do. a. 45, 9700 
From Yalo Busha to the Choctew boundary it Subsistence for labourers three 

is twenty-five miles. Three miles below the:bann- - months, a. 18, 4080 

dary line, jake ar pores cae in from the west, lemplergente and transportation, 470 

teen miles below  Achafalis. puts off to € ab 


the west and supplies the great lake Sun Flower. 
Five miles below Achafalia ; Yazoo unites with 
lake Tchula—This lake is. fed by the Bogue 
Loosa, or Line Creek. A Chart exhibiting the 
whole extent of the pass accompanies th A 
The-whole extent of the pass and Yazoo.siver. is 
restirkably crooked. here the water ist 


ed within the banks, the current is strong, but. zS 
* when thrown off, over the low lands the water nz *¥ 


the-Channel is as still as if confined by a dam. 
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. so] shali feel great pleasure to answer any in- 


iries you may be pleased to make, if any thing 
escaped my recollection which should have 
communicated. , | 
F:Vope the resalt‘of my labours may meet your 
wrobation, and that of my fellow-citizens. 

-£ bgv6 the honor to be, respectfully, 


Pear Ravel’ ‘y’s most obt. 


se" 


- -* * DAVID DICKSON, 
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